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GENERAL NEWS 
BIRDSVILLE RACES/LAKE EYRE 
We have scheduled one of our Metroliners on a four day flight 
that will include Lake Eyre and the Birdsville race day. This 
tours itinerary will be: 
DAY 1 Sydney . Broken Hill 
Day 2  Broken Hill . Marree . Lake Eyre . Olympic Dam 
Day 3  Olympic Dam . Birdsville . Bourke 
Day 4  Bourke . Sydney 
COST: $2,999 PP S/S $299 
SEATS There are 13 available as at the 24th June 2010 

OUTBACK EXPLORER AIR TOUR 
This tour has been designed as a one off to enable us to posi-
tion our aircraft for our Borneo Air Cruise. As a consequent 
the cost of the tour has been reduced. Seats are limited. 

CROCODILE IN VEGETABLE SAUCE 
This is a ñtongue in cheekò recipe you may like to try. When 
we researched this article the footnote was ñfirst catch your 
crocodileò - this we will leave to you as to how you obtain the 
meat portion 
 
  500g best cuts crocodile , diced 
  1tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
  1 large onion, diced 
  1 cup mixed vegetables, diced 
  1 garlic clove, crushed 
  1 cups vegetable stock 
  2 bay leaves 
  Dash of Tabasco sauce 
  Salt & pepper to taste 
  2tbsp corn flour in a little water for thickening 

In a large frying pan saut® the crocodile meat in oil until 
opaque. Add onion, vegetables and garlic and stir over      
medium heat for 2 minutes. Add stock, bay leaves, tabasco, 
salt and pepper. Gently simmer for about 20 minutes or until 
meat is tender. Remove bay leaves. In a cup, mix corn flour in 
water. Add this gradually to the frying pan mixture, stirring 
continuously until mixture reaches the required consistency. 
Serve hot on a bed of rice or pasta, or use as a pie filling 

Temora Air ShowðJuly 2010 
We still have seats available for the July flying days at Temora on the 3rd July 2010. The cost will be $359 per person  including  

museum admission. Home transfers are available in Sydney for $30pp return 



COBB & CO. - Australiaôs first ñNational Transport Carrierò 

In the 1850ôs Australia was in the grip of ñgold feverò, and 
thousands of fortune seekers flooded into the country from 
overseas hoping to make their fortune on the goldfields. 

Many Americans, veterans of the numerous gold rushes 
which occurred in that country, travelled to Australia to try 
their luck in the untouched areas of this vast continent. 
Among those who arrived at the height of this influx in 1853, 
were four Americans who were to change the face of      
transport in Australia. 

These four menðFreeman Cobb, John M Peck, James 
Swanton and John B Lambertð upon arriving in Melbourne 
saw that there was a fortune to be made in transporting   pro-
spectors to the goldfields. They subsequently formed a com-
pany which they called Cobb & Co. 

By the end of January 1854, Cobb & Co. was ready to      
convey passengers from Melbourne to the goldfields some 
180 kms distant. The coaches which they used on this run 
were imported from new Hampshire and were known as 
ñConcordò coaches. 

The venture proved to be not only highly successful but also 
very profitable and the business was to change hands four 
times before it was purchased by a consortium headed by 
James Rutherford (another American). It was under the    
control of Rutherford that Cobb & Co. was to rapidly expand 
and become the legend that it is today. 

Rutherford moved the headquarters from Melbourne to Bath-
urst in 1862 following the discovery of gold at Lambing Flat 
(Young NSW). It was not only the new goldfield which provid-
ed the attraction, but the fact that the Victorian        govern-
ment was embarking on the construction of that stateôs rail 

network, which meant that the new railheads would create 
new opportunities for transporting passengers and freight. 
The lucrative mail contracts which Cobb & Co. operated also 
extended as their routes increased in length. 

To cope with the increasing demands for repairs and      
maintenance to coaches workshops were established in cen-
treôs such as Bathurst, Goulburn and hay in New South 
Wales and Castlemaine in Victoria. Coaches and other     
vehicles were also manufactured at these workshops. 

In 1865, Rutherford decided to include Queensland in the 
coach network and sent sixteen coaches to Brisbane to    
establish the Brisbane to Ipswitch service. A workshop was 
also set up in Brisbane to service these and other vehicles. 

As Cobb & Co. began to extend its service into the Western 
regions of New South Wales and Queensland, it was evident 
that the timber used in the construction of its vehicles was 
beginning to crack and gaps appeared at the joints. The   
timbers had been seasoned in coastal regions and could not 
cope with the dry inland climate. 

It was decided in 1886 that a factory be established at    
Charleville as the hot dry climate was well suited for          
seasoning the timber. The plant and equipment from the    
factories in Bathurst and Brisbane were removed and       
relocated to Charleville. 

A wide variety of vehicles was manufactured at Charleville, 
including racing sulkies, wool wagons, traps and in excess of 
120 coaches. The coaches built at this factory were of two 
sizesðone licensed to carry eight passengers and the other 
fourteen. 

A distinctive feature of the coaches manufactured in         
Charleville was folding hood over the box seat where the driv-
er sat. This provided the driver with welcome shade in an en-
vironment where summer temperatures rose in excess of 
100Ü F. 

The colour scheme of the Charleville made coaches was   
different from the red and cream colours first used in NSW at 
the Bathurst factory. They were painted white with lettering in 
red relief and thee colours were used on QLD coaces until 
Cobb & Co.ôs last run between Surat and Yuleba on August 
14th 1924. 

The advent of motorized transport proved to be too          
competitive fro the Cobb & Co. horse drawn coaches and in 
1920 the Charleville factory closed, after some 34 years of 
operations. 



  
OUTBACK EXPLORER AIR TOURð13th August  2010 

Day 1:  Sydney . Marree . Lake Eyre 
Early morning departure from Sydney via Broken Hill to   
refuel before landing at Marree.  
 

Upon landing you join your guide Mr Reg Dodd for a road 
journey to the edge of Lake Eyre. Reg is a local aboriginal 
whose family are the traditional owners of the area. Today 
he conducts tours during the winter season, in the summer 
he represents the aboriginal community at the United      
Nations. To get to the lake we travel across the open plains 
of the Great Artesian Basin, passing through the dingo proof 
fence. We spend the day in and around the lake, returning to 
Marree in the late afternoon.   Oasis Motel (LD) 
 

Day 2:  Marree . Olympic Dam . Yulara . Alice Springs 
After breakfast you board a smaller aircraft for a scenic flight 
over Lake Eyre before landing at Olympic Dam where you re 
join the larger aircraft. 
 

The flight to Yulara takes you over the edge of the Great 
Victoria Desert, finally Uluruðbetter known as Ayers Rock 
comes into view. 
 

Before landing, the aircraft will follow a regulated flight path 
that allows scenic views of both sides of the ñRockò and the    
Olgas. You should obtain some tremendous photographs of 
these spectacular landforms. After landing you board a 
coach for the circuit around the ñRockò before heading off to 
the  Olgaôs. In the late afternoon you re-board the aircraft for 
the flight into Alice Springs. All Seasons (BLD) 
 

Day 3:  Alice Springs 
You explore Alice Springs today, commencing with the Old 
Telegraph Station, Simpsonôs Gap, Stanley Chasm and the 
Royal Flying Doctor Base All Seasons (BLD) 
 

Day 4:  Alice Springs . Darwin 

The morning is free to wander around Alice Springs prior to 
boarding your aircraft at 12 noon for the flight northwards to 
Darwin; landing around 1530, where your tour concludes 
with a late evening flight home. Alternatively you can chose 
to extend your holiday in the Darwin, Kakadu area. 
 

(The flight home is included in the fare and can be changed 
to meet any extension of this tour privately). 
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�����W�K���$�X�J���� �����W�K���$�X�J���� �����������������������6���6�X�S�S������������ 

Tour includes;  

�)�O�L�J�K�W���H�[���6�\�G�Q�H�\���W�R���'�D�U�Z�L�Q�����$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����0�H�D�O�V���7�R�X�U�V����
�7�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�V�����'�D�U�Z�L�Q���W�R���0�D�M�R�U���&�D�S�L�W�D�O���&�L�W�\�����V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���I�O�L�J�K�W�V�� 


